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Unrealised Potential exhibition - Internship opportunity
Cornerhouse is looking to recruit interns for the duration of the Unrealised Potential exhibition (Fri 16 July  – Sun 12 September 2010). The position offers the opportunity to gain first hand experience of working in a contemporary art gallery, contact with artists and audiences and the unique chance to be an integral part of a contemporary art piece. Although no previous experience is necessary, you will need to have an interest in contemporary art and an ability to communicate and engage with a variety of audiences.  
If you are interested, please send your CV to Joel Nicholson and Lucy Ridges at galleryhost@cornerhouse.org with a short covering letter. You will then be invited for an informal interview / discussion. 
Practical information:

· Hours of work will be agreed with the gallery hosts. They are likely to be 4 hours shifts within the exhibitions opening hours (12 to 20.00 Tue – Sat  / 12.00 – 18.00 Sun). 

· Your managers will be Cornerhouse Gallery Hosts Joel Nicholson and Lucy Ridges.

· We prefer if this is part of a college/university course to tailor the internships to fit individual student’s needs and course requirements but this is not essential. 
· This is an unpaid internship but a set fee to cover local travelling expenses will be provided.
Detailed information:
Unrealised Potential is a collaborative group exhibition instigated by artist / curator Mike Chavez-Dawson. The show sets out to explore the creative potential of artists’ unrealised projects, blurring the lines between artist, curator, visitor and producer.

The exhibition includes the first ever UK display of Strategic Questions 2002-2010 curated by Gavin Wade, with a new commission from Swiss collective RELAX. The installation features over 20 publications inside a large caged depositary. As part of the exploration of the 29th Strategic Question “what is wealth?” gallery visitors are invited to enter into a unique process of exchange, facilitated by a ‘guard’.

Cornerhouse is looking for several people to become actively involved in one of the major aspects of the show by sharing the performative role of the ‘guard’. Partly audience engagement, partly role playing, this is a unique opportunity to play a direct role in a contemporary art piece. The role will involve the following:

Visitors will initially see a selection of publications and videos inside a large free-standing caged area in the middle of the gallery. Your role will be to actively engage the public in the piece and invite them to exchange a personally valuable object (wallet, credit card, shoes, jewellery) in return for a publication. 

You will be in charge of this transaction, enticing visitors to choose a publication from the caged area, helping them in choosing the piece most suited to their interest and time by providing them with context and guidance on the works available. 

The personal items are taken as deposit and presented on a mirrored display stand alongside the other objects in the cage. As “the guard” in charge of this transaction, your role will also be to impress the importance placed on the transactional element of the piece, as part of the exploration of the strategic question “what is wealth?”

The exchange is temporary. After the visitor has finished reading the publication in a dedicated seating area, they will return it to the ‘guard’ and reclaim their valuable object. 
This role will also include working on aspects of engagement and communication for the exhibition, including looking at innovative ways to collect audience feedback on “what is wealth?” and the opportunity to write ‘a day in the life of…’ blog post for the award-winning online arts magazine Creative Tourist

The role will involve working closely with the artists and Cornerhouse exhibitions team, as well as the Gallery Host and Gallery Invigilators. You will be provided with context and research material as well as a script to help you fulfil your role. Although no previous experience is necessary, you will need to have an interest in contemporary art and an ability to communicate and engage with a variety of audience. 
If you are interested, please send your CV to Joel Nicholson and Lucy Ridges at galleryhost@cornerhouse.org with a short covering letter.  You will be invited for an informal interview during the week commencing 5 July. 
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